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>> SECRETARIAT:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  We will wait another five more minutes for the colleagues because we are changing the room.  We will wait five more minutes and then we will start.
>> CHAIR:  Good afternoon.  We have lost five minutes already, so it is time for us to start.  Good afternoon, kindly take your seats for us to start.
Technical team, we need your help.
>> CHAIR:  Good afternoon to you and welcome to the seventh meeting of the Working Group of the Plenary.  We had to cancel our meeting this morning to allow the ad-hoc groups and informal groups to continue their work so that we could have enough agenda to consider this afternoon, for which we thank you all because we have enough to consider in the next hour and a half, and we really appreciate that.
The clock is ticking.  We still have the ending for ad-hoc groups at 9:00 p.m. Saturday.  And for informal groups, as much as you can agree on, will be very much appreciated.  As you all came with proposals, we are to move from proposals in my position to agreements, for which we encourage be you all to get very much involved with.
I want to bring your attention to ADM/32 Rev. 1 for today, which is our agenda and we will consideration revision of Resolution 140, 179, 64, the New Resolution on artificial Intelligence, the Revision of Resolution 70, and then we will reconsider the recommendation on the connecting refugees.
Then we will have an updated view of our time management plan be going forward.  This is our agenda.  I open the floor if there are any comments for this agenda.
I see no one asking for the floor, so is there any objection to our agenda for this afternoon?
I see Jordan and I see Nigeria.  Jordan, you have the floor.
>> JORDAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  We have no objection to the agenda.  However, it would be good if we could add one item with regard to Other Business; remarks on the work of ad-hoc groups and informal groups because I have some comments of a general nature with regard to our work.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Jordan.  That is very well noted.  I see Nigeria, Nigeria, you have the floor.
>> NIGERIA:  Thank you, Chair.  Please permit me to use this mic because -- Chairman, just on the agenda to appear if possible, we have a particular document from the SG that was presented by the SG during the WSIS, so if it is possible for us to have a little of it, otherwise we would be glass to take it during the EOB.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Let me hear from Saudi Arabia.  Nigeria, I will get back to you.  Saudi Arabia, you have the floor.
>> SAUDI ARABIA:  Thank you, Chair.  Would it be possible at the end of this meeting to have an update on the progress made with regard to other resolutions at the end of this meeting?  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Saudi Arabia, so you have addressed the point of Jordan that we have updates from the ad-hoc groups and informal groups that will be added before we close.  And to Nigeria, you are seeking the report from the Secretary-General as it was presented by the Dependent Secretary-General as part of the agenda.  We are at a stage where this report was noted and was to the ad-hoc group on WSIS to consider it in their deliberation.  What we have here is the outcome of the discussions of the WSIS ad-hoc group.  If you want to refer to our second meeting, you have that reference as well.
Nigeria?
>> NIGERIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Not to take your time.  The point I'm taking here is if you refer to that document that was presented by the SG, the documented was not adopted.  It wasn't not adopted.  My request is to have that adopted in this meeting, if you don't mind, Mr. Chair.  Thank you so much.
>> CHAIR:  Okay.  Thank you, Nigeria.  I get your point.  What we did in that meeting is to note the report and pass it on because the report was saying it's for the Plenipotentiary to consider, but we did not take it up in this working group but to pass it on to the Arab Group and we expect in the report as it's coming from the Arab Group, they would tell us what would be made out of it.  Would this be acceptable?  Nigeria?
>> NIGERIA:  I'm sorry, Mr. Chair, to drag you back.  I followed the ad-hoc group, and at the last meeting last night, because it wasn't really part of it and I'm dually aware the document adopted is to bring into this Plenary.  This is the idea.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
>> CHAIR:  I see Saudi Arabia asking for the floor.
>> SAUDI ARABIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Maybe we can solve the problem presented by Nigeria.  The document presented by the SG with regard to the WSIS-20, the request was to -- he referred to the PP, and the plan was sent to the PP after it was reviewed in the Council.  The plan was reviewed and there were no early marks on it.  Now we are looking into Resolution 140 and we have looked into the plan, and we work according to that plan.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Saudi Arabia.  So, if Nigeria will allow the Chair of the Arab Group on WSIS will report because that was a package to the ad hoc group for which we have to report on.  Nigeria.
>> NIGERIA:  I understand your position.  Thank you so much.  We look forward to that.
>> CHAIR:  Great.  Thank you.  So, our agenda will be amended with an additional point of the updates from ad-hoc groups and informal consultations before the time management plan.  With this amendment, is there any objection to our agenda?
I see no one asking for the floor, so thank you very much.  We can proceed.  Let us go to the Agenda number 3, which is on proposals to revise Resolution 140.  ITU's role in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on Information Society and the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development as well as India follow-up of review processes.
I want to invite the Ad hoc Chair on WSIS from Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to report on the work of the outcome of the work.  You have the floor.
>> CHAIR of AD HOC on WSIS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  First of all, we had three meetings of the drafting group and our work with crowned with success at the end of our meeting yesterday.  During the meeting, we reviewed all related documents with regard to the outcomes of the WSIS, including what the delegate from Nigeria mentioned.  We have the document without any square brackets.  We can adopt it today and refer it to the Plenary for the final adoption.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  We will pause here for comments on the report from the Chair of the Ad hoc Group on WSIS.  I see Nigeria asking for the floor.  You have the floor.
>> NIGERIA:  Thank you so much, Mr. Chair.  Very special thank you to the leader of this Resolution 140 for the excellent work done.  Let me say he has actually done beyond the expectation of what we were expecting, and asking Mr. Chair to also work in the line to get the document adopted as appropriate.  Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Nigeria.  Any other comments?  I see no one asking for the floor.  Is there any objection to the report as received from the ITU Secretary-General?  I see no objections, so thank you.  The report is adopted.
We go back to the Chair of the Ad hoc Group to continue.  I see Russia asking for the floor.  Russia, you have the floor.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you, Chair.  I would like to express my gratitude to the Chair of this Group, Mr. Maskorashi for excellent work and I thank the Secretariat.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, federation of Russia.  I see United States, you have the floor.
>> UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:  Thank you, Chair.  We would like to thank the Chair and participants in the ad-hoc group.  The ad-hoc group was able to take contributions from all six regions and merge those into a document without brackets, and it was due to a lot of spirit and compromise and flexibility and we appreciate that.
I would like to ask a question.  I know the resolution was presented by the Chair of the ad hoc and I just want to confirm that that was the document that you said was approved and would be sent to the Plenary?  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, United States.  We are not on Resolution 140 yet.  This one we were considering was a Report from the ITU Secretary-General.  So, we will move to that.  United States?
>> UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:  Thank you, Chair.  I think we were confused then because we were going to agenda item 1, which was the revisions to Res. 140 which was the document on the agenda.  I don't understand, I guess, in the Resolution there is a reference to the Report to the Roadmap and it is described in how the ITU should participate in the WSIS + 20 process and also explains other details about reporting, participation, cooperation with other UN agencies and stakeholders.  Our preference would be to let the Resolution reflect the action that the Plenipotentiary had taken because it was very much a part of our discussion, and I think that's clear that the Plenipotentiary action was taken on that report through the Resolution.  We do not support taking action separate from that, only because the context within the report, the description around how it should be taken forward was important for implementation.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, United States.  The Chair of the ad-hoc group was to have a response.  Please, go ahead.
>> CHAIR of AD HOC on WSIS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I reviewed or presented Resolution 140 where we do not have any square brackets, and it refers to the Report mentioned by the delegate from Nigeria.  Therefore, I look forward, Mr. Chairman, to the adoption of the Resolution 140, especially since all the concerns have been reflected in the document.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you for the clarity.  I see Jordan asking for the floor.  What I gathered from Nigeria in their request for the floor during the consideration of the agenda was that they wanted the report from the ITU Secretary-General to be adopted.  That's, again, separately as against that of the Resolution of which it was considered.  I see Jordan and then I see the Chair.  Jordan, you have the floor.
>> JORDAN:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  In my opening, if we had adopted the outcomes of the Report, then the paragraph referring to that within the Resolution must be kept as it was mentioned in the Resolution.  Therefore, I propose that we review the Resolution page by page so that we can reach the reference that the President of the group mentioned and make the decision accordingly.
Maybe we should not adopt the Resolution as it is, but we can review it page by page.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Jordan.  So that was the point we were getting to before the United States asked for the floor, that we go to the Resolution 140 that's in DT/43.  We can open it up, and just as the Chair of the ad-hoc group mentioned, everything is agreed on the 12 pages.  I will open the floor if there are any comments.
No one is asking for the floor, so let's take that page by page and section by section.  We start with the heading.  You will request for the floor when I get to any section that you want to have comments.
Recalling?
Considering?
Considering further?
Noting?
Taking into account?
Recognizing?
Resolves?
Instructs the Secretary-General?
Instructs the Secretary-General and directors of the Bureaus in.
Instructs the Directors of Bureaus in.
Instruct the Director of Telecom Development Bureau?
Request Council?
Invite Member States, members, associates, and academia?
Expresses?
That is the end.  I see no one asking for the floor.  Any objection?  I see the United States.  United States, you have the floor.
>> UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:  Thank you, Chair.  Yes.  I think just going back to the previous comments.  Throughout this document there are references to the Roadmap, the WSIS + 20 Roadmap, which is the report mentioned by our colleague from Nigeria that should have been taking into consideration.  That was requested to be taken into consideration by Plenipotentiary.  It is reflected, I think, both in the Preamble sections and the Instructs sections.  There is clarification on how that should be taken forward, how the ITU should work with other UN agencies, the reporting around that.  That is why we believe that this Resolution and the adoption of this Resolution is the action that needs to be taken by the Plenipotentiary Conference related to the WSIS + 20 Roadmap that was an input from the Secretariat.
As such, we don't believe this body should endorse that report separately.  It should be part of this Resolution as it was very much a part of our discussions in the ad-hoc committee and it is reflected in this Resolution.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, United States.  So, let me get to Nigeria.  Nigeria, do you accept the proposal from the United States?
>> NIGERIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I want to thank my very distinguished colleague from the United States.  I don't attempt to take us back in any way for this period of understanding.  That is fine.  It is good for us.  Thank you so much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Nigeria.  Jordan?
>> JORDAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I'm very sorry to ask for the words once more.  I would like to thank very much the USA delegate.  However, his intervention with regards to this issue is not very clear.  The reference to the roadmap, which has come into this report, which has been mentioned in this report within this Resolution, do you agree to this or not?  We need a very clear stance here, please.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  I want to explain something as to what we have this afternoon and to give clarity to the approaches.
What I understood from Nigeria was that they preferred that the Report of the ITU Secretary-General be considered in this meeting and be adopted.
What the United States is saying is that that Report from the Secretary-General was an input document to the ad-hoc group, of which it has featured in the outcome in the revision of the Resolution, and therefore as that report was previously noted, there is no need to adopt it separately.  But for whatever adoption of it, it's already incorporated into the agreed, revised document.
And then I asked Nigeria if the United States approach is something acceptable by them?  And Nigeria generously granted as such.  Can we then move on if there is no objection to the text as revised to approve this Resolution?  Is there any objection to the approval of revised Resolution 140 as we've gone through section by section?
I see Saudi Arabia and United Kingdom.  Saudi Arabia, any objection?
>> SAUDI ARABIA:  No.  There is no objection, but just to make things clear in the future.  SG was asked to develop a Roadmap in the last Council and to be sent to the Plenipotentiary Conference.  The roadmap was presented here, no objection, no amendment, no changes to Member State to the roadmap.  The roadmap was referenced in the Resolution and ITU will work based on it until -- so I don't think the U.S. or Jordan or Nigeria want to change that understanding.  And this is the understanding that should be reflected in the plenary that the roadmap was presented and the Resolution was adopted, taking into consideration the roadmap.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Saudi Arabia.  United Kingdom.
>> UNITED KINGDOM:  Thank you, Chair.  Speaking on behalf of CEPT, we would also like to thank the Chair of the ad-hoc group and to everyone who contributed to a really good discussion and we think a really good outcome.  We fully support the text of the Draft Resolution that is on the agenda today, and we are happy to agree to the decision that we are taking today to send this Draft Resolution to Plenary for approval.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, United Kingdom.  Let me ask, is there any objection to the revision of Resolution 140 as we have in DT/43 to the Plenary?  Russian Federation?
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you, Chair.  RCC also has no objections.  We support this Draft Resolution.  This was achieved through consensus, and like our distinguished delegate from the U.S., I would ask all group members, given that we had consensus and we support the adoption of this in the form that it is now.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you Russian Federation.  Is there any objection to the document?  What I seem to be getting is support for the document, so Resolution 140 as revised in DT/43 is approved to the Plenary.  Thank you.
(Applause).
I thank my friend from Saudi Arabia and to all of you for your understanding in bringing this in quite a good spirit.  I understand now the mood before the start of this meeting.
We move to the next agenda item, which is on proposals to revise Resolution 179, ITU's role in child online protection.  Let me invite the Chair of the Ad-Hoc Group on Cyber, Mr. Jim Peterson.  You promised and you delivered that you shall report to this meeting.  Over to you, Mr. Jim Peterson.
>> JIM PETERSON:  Good morning.  The Chair of the Ad-Hoc Group on Cybersecurity considered Resolution 179.  It was a subject of informal consultations led by an expert colleague of ours, Abdul of United Arab Emirates and successfully concluded the work on 179 and we were able to do that in the ad hoc group and we are hereby submitting to yourself and Working Group of Plenary for approval.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Chair of the ad-hoc group.  Let me invite the Chair of the Child Working Group of Child Online Protection who had informal consultation to report revision of Resolution 179.  You have the floor.
>> CHAIR OF WG OF CHILD ONLINE PROTECTION:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I would like to thank the ad-hoc group for the confidence that put in me.  We have held four successful meetings and we were able to agree to the text with regards to the Resolution 179 regarding the ITU role in child online protection.  Would the Chair like me to go page by page or in general?
>> CHAIR:  Please go in general and then we will take it later page by page.  Go in general and we come back to page by page.
>> CHAIR OF WG OF CHILD ONLINE PROTECTION:  In general, the proposals from the regional focal points were to strengthen the work of ITU to support child online protection as well as supporting the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection by making the terms of reference more concise, clearer, to guide the ITU, and that's all in general from the Preamble side as well as the operator side.
In the last four sessions, we were having some square brackets, but at the end with the spirit of compromise, everyone reached to consensus to remove square brackets and reach to the state that we have in front of us now.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much for your report and your ability to remove square brackets, so now we will receive your removal of square brackets in other informal groups.  Are there any comments on this document before we go page by page?
Okay.  I see no one asking for the floor.  Let's go to the 9-page DT/49 -- DT/46, I'm sorry.  Resolution 179, DT/46.
We start with the heading?
Recognizing?
Considering?
Recalling?
Recalling further?
Taking into account?
Resolves?
Requests the ITU Council?
Instructs the Secretary-General?
Instructs the Secretary-General and Directors of the Bureau.
Instructs the Director of Telecom Development Bureau?
Instructs the Director of Telecommunication Standardization Bureau?
Invites Member States?
Invites Sector Members?
Invites Member States and Sector Members?
I see no one asking for the floor.  Is there any objection to the approval of this revised Resolution 179 to be transmitted to the Plenary?
Thank you very much, Resolution 179 is approved.
(Applause).
Thank you very much.  I saw you were not invited but none of them objected to it, so it means they were well covered.
Can we move to the next agenda item, Resolution 64.  This went to -- Resolution 6 4 is nondiscriminatory access to telecommunication, information, technology facilities services, applications, including applied research and transfer of technology and e-meetings on mutually agreed terms.
Let me invite Dr. Muhammad from Sudan to report on the outcomes from the discussion.  Sudan, you have the floor.
>> SUDAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Good afternoon to all of you, colleagues.  Mr. Chairman, we had two informal meetings, and we left with two square brackets.  One of those two brackets is related with the new possible Resolution on pandemic; and Mr. Chairman, if you allow to give us a time for one more session to close this business, Mr. Chairman, I'm optimistic that hopefully the new session will be at the same time, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Sudan.  Thank you for the report and the progress that you have made.  Yes, we very much encourage without square brackets as with other resolutions, and if the meeting was set, we would not open this document but to give the opportunity of another session so that we can have the square brackets removed and then DT/42 will come back.  I hope this is acceptable by the meeting I see no one asking for the floor.  Thank you very much, Sudan.  Please carry on with consultation and come back on this.
Can we then move on to the next agenda item, which is on proposals for a New Resolution on Artificial intelligence, and this was to my Vice-chair ready to report on the outcome.
>> VICE-CHAIR:  Thank you very much.  Happy to do this document on DT/47.  After several discussions during the ad-hoc group, we all agreed on the Draft New Resolution on Artificial technologies, AI and artificial technologies and so this is a high-level resolution that basically provides some restrictions and definitions in relationship to the continuity, to the ongoing work on AI.  This document also gives us some important instructions especially to the Secretary-General with the directors, in consultation with the directors of the three bureaus, especially to identify opportunities as appropriate in relation to coordination and collaborations with several organizations, and also there is some important instructions in relationship to the opportunities and challenges related to AI.
And I'd like to thank the spirit of cooperation and the efforts that were done by Member States in order to find a good compromise on this Resolution and I thank also the contributors, especially the United States and Canada, CEPT, and also the African Group in the spirit of compromise of the other members.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you for your good work.  Are there any comments on this document, DT/47 and what happened at the ad hoc group?  I see no one asking for the floor, so let's go through the document, which is quite short.  You may be a record holder of this conference; you are coming with a three-page recommendation and indeed that's what streamlining is about.  Let me not get ahead of us all, but I see Jordan asking for the floor.  Jordan, you have the floor.
>> JORDAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  In fact, I asked for the floor before we discussed this Resolution; however, thank you for giving me the floor.  As you know, there were a lot of working groups which were working, and it was very hard to follow up with all of the working group, but I would like to thank all of the efforts that have been given in this Working Group and for the consensus, but I have a question about the title.
This is a New Resolution with regard to artificial intelligence, but here it talks about technologies of artificial intelligence and telecommunication; therefore, I feel that this title should only focus on the artificial intelligence and it says artificial intelligence technologies and telecommunications/ICT, so therefore there is some vagueness about this with regards to the title.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Jordan, for your comments.  I suppose the report from the Chair was that everyone from all regions understood every single word which has been presented to us, and there is no objection whatsoever to any part of the text.
Can we move on page by page, section by section?  Jordan, you have the floor.
>> JORDAN:  I have got a question.  I had a question.  The delegate has mentioned that there is consensus from all of the regions which have offered proposals, and in the Arab Group we were open to any of these proposals; therefore, I have a question for the ad-hoc group Chairman so that we are able to go with regards to this paragraphs one after the other.  I had this question first.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Jordan.  Can you clearly ask your question?
>> JORDAN:  The specific question is related to the title of the Resolution.  How would the agreement that we're talking about artificial intelligence technologies and we add telecommunication/ICT.  What does this mean in just if you can clarify, the Chair of the group?  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Ad hoc Chair, you have the floor.
>> AD HOC CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  So basically, one of the main important discussions that we had during the ad hoc was the discussion on the title.  Basically, if you look closely to the substance of the Resolution, basically we are recognizing that when we are also emphasizing that telecom foster AI and AI foster telecom.  We had the discussions and we can see that both terminologies are related and linked in the two directions.  That's why we put it in all the regions inside the meetings and agreed this title is the most appropriate because we can maintain these two terminologies that are different but that they are directly have relationships in two directions.  And then we all agree that this title is the most appropriate one according to the concepts discussed during the last one week of ad-hoc meetings and also informal meetings.
I would like also to emphasize, Mr. Chairman, that we have agreement of all regions, not only the regions who participate, who contribute on this text.  So, we have agreement of all regions.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Jordan?
>> JORDAN:  Thank you.  However, I reserve this that when we look at the translations with regards to this Resolution, there is a difference between how it's reworded in Arabic and English as well.  With we speak about the intelligence, the artificial intelligence and the technologies of the artificial intelligence, we are looking at this as well as the ICTs and these become very different.  There is no objection to how the working group or ad-hoc group has worked, however, there is an issue regarding the translation, especially in Arabic.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Jordan.  We want to go through page by page and bring any clarity to the heading and then what we intend to do with this Resolution.  So apart from the comments on the heading which you have noted, can we go to Recalling?
Recognizing?
Noting?
Considering?
Resolves?
I see Russian Federation asking for the floor.  Russian Federation, you have the floor.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you, Chair.  Just an editorial comment.  Recalling, there are two resolutions that should be changed here, 140 is one of them.  The Secretariat needs to take them into account.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Russia, if you can help us again.  You mentioned two resolutions.  I had 140 and 139.  Okay.  Thank you.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Yes.  That's right.
>> CHAIR:  So, we just approved the revision of 140 so editorial will do the change.  I will give this to clarify.
>> SECRETARIAT:  The editorial committee will take into account the Resolution approved in this Plenipotentiary and update all the references.
>> CHAIR:  Right, thank you.  If there are no further comments, you go to Resolves?
I wish that Jordan would have seen the AI was related to telecommunication and ICT in the resolves, and if that would help with the language.
Instruct Secretary-General in consultation with the Directors of the three bureaus?
Instructs the directors of the three bureaus?
Instructs the ITU Council?
Invite Member States, Sector Members, associates, and academia?
That is the end.  I see no one asking for the floor.  Is there any objection to the New Resolution on artificial intelligence?  I see no objections, so in the history of the ITU, it now has a Resolution on Artificial Intelligence.  Thank you very much.
(Applause).
  I see elated Egypt asking for the floor.  Egypt, you have the floor.
>> EGYPT:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Congratulations to all of us really.  I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Brazil and for all the delegations who have participated in this very important strategic and tough topic, so I will not keep you long.  Thank you very much.  Over to you, Chairman.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much, Egypt.  Indeed, this new resolution has history.  I remember the long sessions in Dubai and the disappointment that came through, and that we are very close but here with a very short, yet agreed resolution of three pages, and to thank my Chair and all Member States who contributed.  I followed your discussions closely.  I saw that you worked in a very collaborative way, soliciting for texts, consultations, discussions, bringing it all together and you have produced something which is, I'll call it re-engineering of a resolution and the agreement.  Thanks to you, everyone.  I'll give you the floor, Vice-chair.
>> VICE-CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Just I cannot forget to also thank the Secretariat for the amazing work that was done, especially during the informal helping us and providing the support, so I would like also to mention this and thank all of the support from Preetam and Chris.  Thank you very much.
(Applause).
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  The good thing about this conference is that it's an inclusive conference, and as we are in Brazil, we will stay in Brazil for the next agenda item.  And this time it will not be a man but a lady.  Let me invite the Chair on the consultation of Resolution 70 which is mainstreaming agenda perspective in the ITU and promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women through telecommunication/information and e-communication technologies.  You have the floor to take us to the outcomes of your consultations.  You have the floor.
>> CHAIR OF CONSULTATION OF RESOLUTION 70:  Thank you, Chair.  First of all, I thank the invitation to Chair this Informal Consultation on Resolution 70 on mainstreaming a gender perspective in the ITU.  This group met four times this week, carried out more than eight hours of fruitful discussions on this Resolution.  The main contributions were made in a sense of the streamlining references, updating information on gender, digital divide, the position of the ITU's roles in ways of bridging this gap through empowerment of women and girls through the ICTs.
Unfortunately, Mr. Chair, we were unable to reach consensus on a specific topic related to the mention of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, (?) gender-responsive standards initiative.  I delivered the document for this Working Group for consideration.  I thank colleagues from all region for cooperation and spirit of compromise, and I expect to see you all again in the near future opportunities.  Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Brazil, for your work on your report.  Any comments?  I see no one asking for the floor.  So may we go through the Document in DT/48 page by page and section by section.  The heading?
Recalling?
Noting also?
Noting and noting also?
Recognizing?
This is where we have the noting and this is where the challenges are still in square brackets.  As there was no agreement on this, would the Resolution lose anything if you don't have a (g)?
I'm asking that if there is no agreement on the (g), can we agree to take it out?  Okay.  Is there any objection to (g) being struck out?  I see no objection.  I see the United States asking for the floor.  United States, you have the floor.
>> UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:  Thank you, Chair.  Given the substantial amount of consideration and engagement we had on (g) at the ad hoc, we would be interested in retaining this language and noting that it is an agreement that is made by the ITU and offers some support for other themes in the document.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  You object to this being deleted, I see.  Russian Federation, asking for the floor.  Russia, you have the floor.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you, Chair.  Thank you for giving me the floor.  We would like to note the inappropriateness of including the reference in the revised text of Resolution 70 in spite of the fact that we hear support from several Member States supporting the initiative, the gender responsive standards initiative from the European Commission which takes into account the gender aspect, we believe that in spite of the importance of this work, there is an issue with the development standards and that's all it relates to and only one area of the ITU.
We believe at the Plenipotentiary, we should be referring to documents which are relevant and useful for all the regions and all Member States.  Accordingly, we cannot support the inclusion of this proposal in the text and I'm speaking only on behalf of my own administration but as the regional coordinator who worked on the revision of the Resolution.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Russia.  So you support my proposal.  United Kingdom?
>> UNITED KINGDOM:  Thank you, Chair.  CEPT supports the inclusion of this text as this is an initiative that the ITU has signed up to and we think it's a helpful addition.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, United Kingdom.  Egypt, United Arab Emirates, I'll come to you.  Egypt, you have the floor.
>> EGYPT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Actually, it's regional initiative and we support since there is no consensus, we support our colleague from the Russian Federation as Arab States, and we support our decision to have the text removed from the Resolution.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  We heard the lady speak.  I see a gentlemen from the United Arab Emirates, you have the floor.
>> UAE:  Thank you, Mr. Chair for the floor, I thank Andrea for her excellent job in Chairing this ad-hoc meeting.  Mr. Chairman, we had extensive discussion on Point (g) in the resolution and so many hours discussing this resolution to reach -- to find consensus on this, I support your decision and way forward in removing (g) since it's a regional initiative or it supports one region.  Therefore, Mr. Chairman, we don't want to go into a very long list of regional initiatives that will take an extensive amount of time and also will have a lot of paragraphs that will support only some of the regions or help or assist some of the regions.  For this, Mr. Chairman, I suggest on removing point (g).
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, United Arab Emirates.  Nigeria?
>> NIGERIA:  Thank you very much, Chair.  It's a big one, Chair.  Nigeria wants to put on record that it's supporting the position of Russia and the United Arab Emirates that the remote.  Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  And to remind us all about the working method.  I want to appeal for the United States and United Kingdom, that we proceed on what we agreed with.  And in this case, we have Paragraph (g) and a Noted struck out.  Can we have that on the screen?  Yes.  Then we can continue with the document.
Noting also?
Recognizing?
Recognizing further?
Considering?
Noting further?
Taking into account?
Encourages Member States and Sector Members?
Resolves?
Instructs the ITU Council?
Instructs the Secretary-General?
Egypt is asking for the floor.  Egypt?
>> EGYPT:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  It is just an editorial typo in instructs the ITU Council.  Number 3.  To allocate resources of resources within.  This needs to be corrected.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Egypt.  It should read, to allocate resources within the ITU.  We don't need the new allocate resources and then of.  Can we strike that out on the screen?  Yeah.  To allocate resources within the ITU budget.  Egypt, is this acceptable?  And is this acceptable to the meeting?
I see no one asking for the floor, so let's proceed.
Instruct the Secretary-General?
Instructs Secretary-General and Directors of bureau.
Instructs Director of Telecom Development Bureau.
Invites Member States and sector members?
To the end?
Very well as we've gone through and struck Paragraph (g) out of Noting, and then under Instruct ITU Council we made amendments to (c).  Is there any objecting to the approval of revision of Resolution 70?
I see no one asking for the floor, so thank you very much.
(Applause).
I see the Brazilian celebration and you all celebrating.  Thank you very much for the understanding on this.  I hope it continues, especially on the next agenda item, which is a proposal of New Resolution on Connecting refugee settlements to the Internet.  Let us recall that two days ago, there were questions on this recommendation which has come -- which came out of consultation from the proposers of a New Resolution and responses from Member States.  The agreement was that we have, or we as part of the report, there will be a recommendation on connecting refugees.
So, I want to draw your attention to DL/90, Revision 2.  Again, the heading of this recommendation is of shelters and there was the agreement among the proposers and also members that it goes beyond shelters and it should be settlements.  There was a question on the final implication and also what the ITU it doing is UNHCR.  So let me invite Mr. Marco Obiso what the ITU is doing with the UNHCR and any financial implications or commitments that the ITU has for this.  Mr. Marco Obiso, you have the floor.
>> MARCO OBISO:  Thank you, Chair.  Good afternoon, everyone.  Let me explain one or two minutes to explain what ITU is doing with UNHCR.  It started with a letter of agreement that was signed in October 2021.  The aim was to enhance digital inclusion for refugees, internally displaced and stateless people, global, regional, and country level.  The letter is a joint collaboration based on existing collaboration between the two agencies -- based on existing activities that the ITU and UNHCR are doing to support connectivity for refugees.
It mainly articulated four different areas for cooperation.  One is joint programs of operation, possibly formulation of joint development cooperation programs or projects, and the other area is more related to research, advocacy, and communication.  So, again, raising awareness, advocacy on the importance of ensuring connectivity for refugees.  Another piece is about data, learning, and capacity building.  Share the data that is available in terms of the displacement and in terms of how we can collaborate and assist on ensuring connectivity.
And the fourth area is about coordination and partnership, more in terms of aligning the efforts and not duplicating across the two organizations and possibly with the other stakeholders engaged within the activities within the scope of the agreement.
Just to clarify that as you mentioned, Chair, there is no financial implementation according on what was signed because the agreement was based on the principle of reusing existing projects and resources and reusing the time of the staff of the two organizations.  So, I guess the meeting is aware of the Giga Project that the ITU is running together with the UNICEF and other UN agencies.  That was one of the projects, for example, that was made available also to assist refugees in ensuring connectivity.
So, as of now, since it was signed a year ago, we started to align the effort and understand where we could work together.  There was a joint engagement to facilitate youth, for example, in the Generation Connect Youth Summit and the UNHCR Refugee Students to the Youth Summit.  There was a joint participation on the Global Refugee Forum in 2019 even prior to the signature of the letter.  And some other activities related to aligning, again, the effort as I said.
So with that, Chair, I think I was exhausted but of course available for any additional clarification.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much, Mr. Marco Obiso for your report.  We open the floor if there are any questions on what ITU is doing with UNHCR and the financial implications.
I see no one asking for the floor.  Can we as we have in documents, DL/90 Rev. 2, can we have these recommendations approved and transmitted to the Plenary?  I see Russian Federation asking for the floor.  Russian Federation, you have the floor.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you very much, Chair.  We would like to scroll a little bit down so that we can have a look at the text, not just the start.  Thank you.  Yes.  Thank you very much.
We have several comments on the second bullet there.  Regarding and other relevant and regional and national bodies.  We cannot support the inclusion of this passage in that practice.  We believe that we should remain within the UN framework in our work and put forward the general results and discuss general efforts regarding refugees as this is a very topical issue.
But given that the ITU has no specific mandate relating to refugees, we should focus specifically on working with the UN and not with various interested stakeholders as indicated in this paragraph here.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you Russian Federation.  We seem to have posted something else.  I don't know what we corrected the last time.  Secretariat, could you help us with taking out, international, regional bodies and saying other relevant stakeholders.  That was the agreement in the last meeting.
Russian Federation, as we have on the screen that was agreed at the last meeting, the Federation of Russia.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Just a moment.  I want to give you the floor, but I want to explain because those who spoke for Russian Federation in the last meeting have changed, so I want to give you an update of what happened in that meeting so that you advise us as to where we are.
In the previous meeting, the two other points were agreed, and I take it that in the second point as you see on the screen now was what was agreed.  So, I'll give you the floor now if you have any further comments, please proceed.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  I thank you once again, Chair.  Yes, indeed, this was a point adopted at the last meeting.  However, we did not definitively agree to it and this does not alleviate our concern as we repeat once again that this term, stakeholders, is not something that we can agree with.  We propose staying within the framework of the UN.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  All right.  Thank you, Russian Federation.  Because if there is an objection to this text now in 2 and not in 1.  There seems to be no concern with is.  And we seem to -- we had agreement on the 2 and 3.
So, my proposal to the meeting is that we have these three recommendations as on the screen as part of the report to the Plenary.  Is this acceptable to the meeting?
Okay.  I see no one asking, so thank you very much.
I see Russian Federation asking for the floor.  Russia, you have the floor.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you, Chair.  Unfortunately, my reaction wasn't so fast.  I wanted to speak before you used your hammer, and so sorry for that.  I hope you will not be too displeased with us for breaking the rules.  Regarding this text a few comments.  First of all, the structure after we've written that the Working Group of the Plenary recommends that the Plenipotentiary Conference, here we need to continue the sentence.  Instructs the Secretary-General, and then we need to have three clear, concise points.  Continue to cooperate and to report.
Regarding the inclusion now of stakeholders or indeed a reference to other international or regional organizations, the consultations that you are referring to also took place after the last meeting, as I understand it and this was by correspondence.
Following the consultations by correspondence, a face-to-face discussion of this document saw participation by all parties interested, or rather no, this did not take place.  If I'm mistaken here, then I would be pleased to hear clarification from the coordinator of the group.
Regarding ITU contributions to considering the needs and issues of refugees, indeed we can make an enormous contribution in this process.  However, the ITU does not have a direct mandate to work with refugees.  We do understand that the recommendation relates to connectivity and access.  However, we believe in this first point if we mention if we speak of cooperation through UN agencies and that that is a format that we could agree with, then why can we not in the second point expand our efforts to cooperate with other agencies within the UN without overlapping mandates so that within the whole system, general system, the organization can have a single contribution and approach at various levels addressing various issues relating to refugees.  And then at the UN level, we could have recommendations or solutions.  That is an approach we believe is important.  If ITU does not have a direct mandate to work with refugees, then how and through what parts of its mandate can it cooperate with any relevant organization or stakeholders.  This point raises serious questions.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Russia.  I cannot be displeased with you for asking for the floor.  You are right.  Just as I said, sometimes you're working on a document and you have an updated one and then you go back to the previous one.  That's what happened with us with this particular document.  So, as you see, we've tried to step out these three points.  It was not as structured and this is where we got now to explain the first point was about or is about an arrangement between the ITU and the specialized UN agency on refugees.
The second point is considering that specialized agency is not the only entity in the world which has things to do with refugees and there could be others in other UN agencies, as well as others outside of the UN agencies.
Indeed, the issue of non-governmental organizations were also discussed, and for that reason there is a second point.
So, the first point deals with specialized agency and the agreement that there is.  Then the second point, under the third point is the ITU Secretary-General to report to ITU Council.
So, this is where we are as if terms of recommendations, but I'll if I have you the floor if my understanding is acceptable to you, and then we can forward this recommendation.  Russian Federation, you have the floor.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you, Chair.  Perhaps the problem is that we have a different understanding of the approach that might be applied when it comes to refugee issues.  I do understand the first point fully, but thank you for the explanation.
Regarding the second point, if all UN bodies and agencies will conduct uncoordinated actions on their own; however, they want to with whichever stakeholders they want, regardless of which sectors these represent, then we will not get effective results.  It seems to us that if all UN agencies work together and agree on how they can help, and then the UN enters into partnership agreements with stakeholders, in states where refugees are located or where they need help, or together with regional or subregional organizations.  In such a case, there would be a clear scheme for cooperating in our view.
But what stakeholders will we be doing collective work?  Are there any specific proposals?  If there are we're prepared to consider them for inclusion in the text.  If there aren't any such considerations, then we propose we focus our cooperation efforts within the UN family.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Saudi Arabia and Greece asking for the floor.  I see Algeria.  We have only 9 minutes to close our meeting, so I will encourage you to be very brief in your submission on the way forward for these recommendations.  Saudi Arabia, you have the floor.
>> SAUDI ARABIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  In the past meeting, I asked for the deletion of categories after refugees in order to be consistent with the proposal by Greece.  Therefore, we should put it between square brackets.
There might not be a need for the second point as long as there is a memorandum between the UNHCR with regard to offering digital services.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Before I get to Greece again, I want to explain that the document is for the letter.  And for us all, the letter really has the words which Saudi Arabia, you are proposing should be deleted.  That is the title of the letter.  Indeed, that was the name of that letter.  It did not even have refugees.  It had forcefully and internally displaced stateless people in communities.  That was the title of the letter and it was for that reason why we have kept it as it is so it reflects the letter.  I give the floor to Saudi Arabia if you understand that.
>> SAUDI ARABIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I listened to your suggestion.  I do not think we need Point 1 and Point 2.  We can keep the Point 3 and ask the Secretary-General to present the report.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Saudi Arabia.  Greece, give us a solution.
>> GREECE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I just thank Russia for the comments.  We agree to delete the stakeholders from the text as ITU and UNHCR is at the UN level.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Greece, for your flexibility.  If you can go to -- we take off "and other relevant stakeholders," so that as was asked it stays within the United Nations family.  Stakeholders will go out.  Algeria, you have the floor.
>> ALGERIA:  Thank you, Chairman.  So, I just have procedural comment on the procedures.  UNHCR must be the UN focal point for refugees for the topic, so it is up to this UN organization to coordinate among the UN system, so it's not ITU to do the job.  ITU to cooperate, in case of UNHCR request ITU to do so for any purposes.
And also for the second point, the second point might have budget implications.  Yes, in order to cooperate, and so this needs to be considered, right.  So, there are activities that need to be taken, staff need to be engaged, so budget need to be allocated, and financial applications, and of course reporting to ITU meetings so there are multiple meetings here.  You know, is there really a need for every Council to report on this?
So, the idea is once the ITU requests UNHCR that there is room for collaboration, and of course the Secretary-General can bring to the attention or to the Council in case there are areas of collaboration and so on, so this is the, I think the situations where we need to report to Council.
So how the reporting aspect will be undertaken?  Yearly basis in case if there are any cooperation with UNHCR and so on?  So, modalities and reporting aspects if we are recommending number 3?  Thank you, Chairman.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Algeria.  Vanuatu.
>> VANUATU:  Thank you, Chairman.  I'll just say very quickly that we support the language in the first paragraph, especially regarding internally displaced persons.  Obviously, we support that with the refugees because in countries like Vanuatu and small states in the Pacific, we are susceptible to disasters and so on, there are many displaced people.
With regarding the secretary point, regarding international regional bodies, I assume that we have to take into account what could be the role of, for example, our Red Cross or Red Crescent because those are a very crucial part of that framework as well.  So might not be UN agencies, but they're relevant bodies, so please consider our families and communities who depend on these organizations.  I thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Vanuatu.  Greece is asking for the floor.  Any comments?  Greece, you have the floor.
>> GREECE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I just want to highlight again as the BDT Officer said, that there is no additional cost to this, and it's within existing resources so there is no extra budget requested.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  We've debated over this during this meeting.  I see Saudi Arabia asking for the floor again.  You have the floor.
>> SAUDI ARABIA:  Apologies, Mr. Chairman, to ask for the floor again, but can we ask the Secretariat if there is any funding allocated to such activities?  As we see in the Item 1 within the budgetary constraints?  Do we have such funding within the ITU budget for those activities?
>> CHAIR:  Chair thank you.  I give the floor to Mr. Marco for his report on this again.  Please, you have the floor.
>> MARCO OBISO:  No.  The answer is no.  There was no specific fund allocated for this work because as I said, the work was part of existing resources allocated specifically projects, so that's why I was mentioning Giga as well as other projects that, you know, are relevant to the work that the letter was aiming at, so there was no specific fund allocated for the implementation of the letter or agreement.
The idea also of the letter or agreement was a call for the two agencies to do resource mobilization in a direction and just to be clear as we always do, as the Secretariat when we undertake work with other organizations, we are always extremely careful to make sure that any kind of scope of work or any kind of piece of work is aligned with the ITU mandate in this regard.  That's why the idea of the letter agreement was about facilitating connectivity for forcibly displaced people as we call refugees.  And, again, the ideal funding or possible additional funding was subject to resource mobilization by the two agencies together or separately toward the implementation of the agreement.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  We have run out of time.  Another meeting starts.  Greece, let me ask of you to further consult with Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Vanuatu, United States, and please come back with it a revision 3 of the recommendations.  Is that acceptable to you?  Thank you, Greece, for your understanding.  Thank you very much.  We could not take the update for the ad-hoc groups and then also the informal consultations, as well as to show you our time management plan which will be displayed on the screen.  Please look out for it.
Monday, we will meet in the afternoon.  Okay.  By then on Tuesday, we will do a morning and evening.  This is to allow time for as many of the propositions to come back.  I see my Chair for Cyber was to make an announcement.  Please, you have the floor, and Greece as well.
>> CHAIR for CYBER:  Okay.  Thank you.  I just want to indicate that we still have a lot of work to do on Resolution 130 and we still have to attend to Resolution 174.  So, in addition to the meeting, we have tonight at 5:30, we will be looking to have meetings tomorrow for most of the day, so colleagues should kindly bring packed lunch or something with them because we're going to be here for nearly the whole day tomorrow.  Thank you very much, Chairperson.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  I see there is there anyone asking for the floor?  Greece?
>> LITHUANIA:  Mr. Chairman, this is Lithuania.  I just want to also request the possibility of one additional meeting for ad hoc for innovations.  We will have a meeting right after this Working Group Plenary but we still have some work to do and I really do not want to put unfinished text with square brackets so I really ask for your support, that if it's needed, that we also meet tomorrow for an hour and a half.  Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  To all ad hoc chairs asking for the floor, every wish of yours, let us know and we will provide it.  Okay.  Greece?
>> GREECE:  Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I just want to suggest if we could have another informal meeting with all interested parties, so we should remain for private consultations.
>> CHAIR:  We will find space and time for you to hold that, Greece.  I see Kenya Ad Hoc Cyber Internet.
>> KENYA:  Their requesting time tomorrow, open to have meetings all day from 8:00 to 9:00 p.m. and after that we'll be good to go.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much for your understanding.  Tomorrow all ad-hoc groups and informal groups you have 8:00 to 9:00 p.m. to go.  We will find you in the rooms.  Thank you very much.  Our 7th meeting is closed.
(session completed at 8:14 a.m. CST)
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