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How is ITU funded?

Context

•     The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) depends on
assessed contributions to provide adequate and stable funding to carry out vital
spectrum and satellite coordination functions, develop technical standards and
provide services to its members.

• Revenue comes mainly from two principal sources:
o Assessed contributions (77%) paid annually by Member States, Sector Members, Associates and

Academia.

o Cost-recovery activities (23%), mainly consisting of sales of publications; projects
implementation and satellite network filings. 
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Class of Contribution Scale 

Scale adopted by the 2010 Plenipotentiary Conference held in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

1 1/2 unit class

1 unit class

1/2 unit class

1/4 unit class

1/8 unit class*

1/16 unit class*

*Only Member States listed by 
the United Nations as least 
developed countries and those 
determined by the Council may 
select the 1/8- and 1/16-unit 
classes of contribution
(https://www.un.org/ohrlls/co
ntent/profiles-ldcs)

From the 40 unit class 
to the 2 unit class

40-2 Below the 2 unit class<2

In steps of one unit

• At PP-22 Member States will announce their final choice of contributory units for the next 
financial plan (2024/2027) according to the scale defined by the ITU Convention (Art.33) 

• The proposed amount of the Contributory Unit is 318,000 CHF
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31 December
Deadline for Member 

States to announce their 
provisional choice of 
class of contribution

Milestones for the choice of Contributory Units

5 August
Circular Letter has 

been sent to 
Member States

2021 2022

26 August
Extended deadline 
to announce their 
provisional choice 
of class or change 

their decision

✔ ✔

28 September
at 23:59 Geneva time

Deadline to announce their 
final choice of class 

of contribution

26 September
Definitive value of 
the Contributory 

Unit and fixed 
deadline of 

definitive choice of 
the class of 
contribution

16 June
Reminder 

Circular Letter 
(CL-22/19)

✔
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Top Contributors (>=10 units)
How is ITU funded?

Each contributory unit represents CHF 318,000.
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Thank you!
For further info: 

gbs@itu.int


